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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 0971 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, SHUM, PINS, ES 

SUBJECT: ACTIVITIES OF AMERICAN PRIESTS IN EL SALVADOR 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 0959 

1 . NEWLY DESIGNATED ARCHBISHOP, MONSIGNOR OSCAR A. ROMERO, 

DURING MY CALL ON HIM THIS MORNING, TOLD ME HE CONSIDERED 
RECENT EXPULSION OF FOREIGN PRIESTS FROM SALVADOR UNJUSTIFIED. 

THEY WERE GULITY, HE SAID, ONLY OF "SOCIAL CONSCIOUSNESS". 

FOREIGN PRIESTS, HE ADDED, MAKE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO 
FULFILLMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL DUTIES IN EL SALVADOR AND THE 
CHURCH WELCOMES THEM AND APPRECIATES THEIR EFFORTS. HE HAD 
TALKED ONCE WITH PRESIDENT ABOUT THE SITUATION AND INTENDS TO 
DO SO AGAIN. 

2. COMMENT: AFTER REVIEWING CASES OF FATHERS SURVIL AND 
MCCULLOCH, AND THE COMPLAINTS FILED AGINST THEM, I DECIDED 
TO CONFER WITH NEW ARCHBISHOP ABOUT TREATMENT OF AMERICAN 
PRIESTS. I FEEL ALSO THAT, EVEN THOUGH CLAIMING TO BE ACT- 
ING WITHIN THEIR OWN LAW, THE SALVADORAN AUTHORITIES ARE OVER- 
SENSITIVE AND HAVE OVER-REACTED ARBITRARILY. 

LOZANO 
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